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• Chemicals of Concern

• Food Safety Alliance for Packaging (FSAP)

• Food Packaging Product Stewardship Document



The Public Worries about Chemicals in Food Packaging

Endocrine Disruptors

Bisphenol-A (BPA)

Ortho-Phthalates

Perfluoro (PFAS)

Mineral Oils

Etc…
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-Monomers
-Antioxidants
-Colorants
-Pigments
-Solvents 
-UV stabilisers
-Slip agents
-Resins
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There is a Complex Food Packaging Supply Chain with Chemicals
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Converters

http://www.globalsources.com/gsol/I/Adhesive-epoxy/p/2000000003844/3000000149681/sm/1001739132.htm


• Through the packaging migration 

o Chemicals with high potential of 

migration 

o Non-functional barrier packaging 

Chemicals Can Move From Packaging Into Food 
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• Set-off migration

Contamination transfer of chemicals 

from the printed side of the packaging 

to the unprinted side (i.e. food contact 

side) when rolled or stacked
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FSAP – Food Safety Alliance for Packaging
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• FSAP is a technical committee of IoPP 

(Institute of Packaging Professionals)

• FSAP consists of members from the food 

packaging supply chain – including base 

material suppliers, converters, and brand 

owners.

• FSAP started many years ago to create 

model HACCP for packaging supply chain

• Remade into a food packaging safety group



FSAP – Food Safety Alliance for Packaging

• Group which discusses packaging food safety 

topics of interest to members

• Discussions are generally about regulations or 

Hot Topics - i.e. chemicals in the news

• Follows IoPP anti-trust guidelines

• Skype calls every-other month and a face-to-

face (F2F) meeting every year

811-June-18SKlump – NRC/FCM

• Open to IoPP members who are in the food packaging industry/value 

chain, including chemical suppliers, and want to promote the 

packaging food safety agenda



FSAP – Brand Owners’ Working Group
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• A byproduct of the FSAP F2F meeting in 2016, was a brand 

owners’ working group 

• Initial goal was to harmonize all the brand owners’ lists of 

chemicals into a standardized format and aligned as much as 

possible

• The document had the working title of “harmonization of lists”  

or “the list” for short

• Nestlé led the working group effort 



FSAP – Brand Owners’ Working Group
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• After a few telco’s it was found there was not much overlap between 

brand owner’s lists

• The goal was then adjusted to make a publicly available, best 

practices document for chemicals of concern in food packaging

• The working group gave itself a target deadline of the next F2F 

meeting in late October 2017
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The End Result:
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• FSAP published a document titled: 

Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations

• This document is a voluntary

set of food packaging quality 

and safety recommendations.

• Published March 2018

• Document is publicly available 

at: www.iopp.org/fsap

http://www.iopp.org/fsap


Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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The document has an 

introduction page and 

several tables



Identifying Packaging Quality & Safety Concerns
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Several inputs were reviewed for inclusion in this document:

• 1. Local, state, federal, regional, or international regulatory requirements

• 2. Food and consumer safety considerations

• 3. Environmental protection

• 4. Negative impact on product quality

• 5. Consumer and retailer interest



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations

Before publication, the document was circulated for feedback amongst 

FSAP members of the supply chain.

The responses were, for the most part, positive and helpful for fine-

tuning the document.

Some enthusiastic,

Some negative
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Feedback – Food Packaging Product Stewardship
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One item that came up several times in the 

feedback was that some recommendations go 

beyond regulations…

Can you do that??



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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Column headers in the tables:

• Packaging part/ component

• Substance(s) / Topic(s)

• Description

• Should not use intentionally 

(where suitable alternatives exist)

• Minimize Use

• Additional Information/ references



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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Examples:



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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• This is version 1.0

• The working group plans to 

review and revise as needed.

• Updates would be needed when 

new quality, safety, regulatory 

and/or public concerns arise



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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• Keep in mind that this document 

is based on brand owners’ lists 

already in existence.

• There is nothing new with the 

items listed in this document.

• One difference overall is that this 

document is publicly available.

• And so, can start the discussion



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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External response has been 

generally positive.

IoPP issued a Press release.

Several digests picked it up 

and published it including:

Product Stewardship Society, 

ChemicalWatch, EDF Blog, 

etc.
Packaging World - April 2018Packaging World’s The Legal Side devoted the April 

column to it.



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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Several NGO’s wrote positively 

about the FSAP list, including FPF.

Transparency is seen as a good 

thing.

Chemical Watch published two 

articles:

• One mentioned the press release 

in March and

• a longer article appeared in April. ChemicalWatch– April 5, 2018



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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FSAP website lists some of the participants who gave their input:

• Mars-Wrigley Confections, Nestlé, and

• Supply chain members including: 

Henkel, Decernis, Siegwerk, 

American Packaging Corp and        

Sun-Chemical.

Reminder: this document gives more 

transparency in the supply chain



Food Packaging Product Stewardship Considerations
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SUMMARY:

• Published by FSAP/IoPP

• A voluntary set of food 

packaging quality and safety 

considerations.

• The packaging supply chain 

could use this document as a 

road map for future 

developments.

• Document is available at: www.iopp.org/fsap

http://www.iopp.org/fsap


Thank you for your attention

¿Questions?
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